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How do we know the Bible is true? We must ask 5 questions.
1. Is the Bible authentic?
1. Is the Bible reliable and historical?
1. What evidence exists? (New Testament)
1. What evidence exists in other texts, (outside of the New Testament) and as comparative studies?
1. What is the archaeological evidence?

Question 1: Is the Bible authentic?
To ask this question we must do what historians and scholars do…apply an Authenticity Test.
1. How many manuscripts?
1. How early are they written to the original occurrence? 
1. Are they written by reported eye witnesses?
1. Are they written in the time frame of eye witness’s lifetimes to dispel myth?
1. How consistent are the manuscript copies –one to another?

Question 2: Is the Bible reliable and historical?
To answer this question we must apply the Bibliographical Test historians and scholars would apply.
1. How many (ancient) manuscripts are found?
1. The greater the number of ancient manuscripts the better.
1. A large number of manuscripts dispel a small band of people’s ability to create a myth.
1. A large number of manuscripts broadens public exposure and provides greater accountability and integrity.
1. What other written historical evidence in other documents supports what is written?

Read:   Luke 1:1-5     Luke 3:1-3       

Other historical writers outside the Bible wrote of Jesus.  Some of the most telling writings come from a Jewish writer called Josephus (please note that Josephus was not a Christian).  Josephus wrote about Jesus and his earliest writings date back to about 37 AD.  This is within seven years of Jesus’ death (please note that it is written within the time frame of living eye witnesses).

Josephus wrote, “Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure.  He drew over to him both many Jews, and many Gentiles.  He was the Christ; and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at first did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again on the third day, as divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him; and the tribe of Christians so named after him, are not extinct at this day.”

Question 3: What evidence exists in these manuscripts (New Testament)?
Building the evidence to weigh this question always starts with testimony, facts, and review.
1. Eyewitnesses
1. Strong proof
1. Weighing the evidence 
1. Evidence could lead us to historical sights and/or be confirmed archeologically
1. Make a judgment and decision

All scrutiny must be done with honesty and objectivity, not with skeptic dishonesty.

Let’s now go deeper in digging into these first three questions and develop our truths.

Many non-believing people feel the New Testament evidence would be inferior to great classical and historical writings like: 
1. Plato
1. Homer
1. Aristotle

The truth is the New Testament is vastly superior!

Let’s look at these significant historical and ancient manuscripts:
* Homers Iliad                      	643 Manuscripts
* Sophocles                               	193 Manuscripts
* Aristotle                                     	49 Manuscripts
* Livy’s Roman History               	20 Manuscripts
* Caesar’s War Commentaries     	10 Manuscripts
* Tacitus                                        	20 Manuscripts
* Herodotus                                     	8 Manuscripts
* Thucydides                                   	8 Manuscripts
* Plato                                              	7 Manuscripts

The New Testament                      	5309 ancient Greek manuscripts
                                                     	19324 ancient Latin, Syriac, Armenian and other 
Total ancient N/T manuscripts    	24633 

This is taking into account only manuscripts created in 1500 AD and before.  Why?  The printing press was invented after that.  Up until that invention, gifted writers and scribes wrote everything.  This evidence alone exceeds any other evidence accepted on record for any other historical writing to date.  One must also consider that scribes faced death for falsifying or creating error.

So much for thinking the New Testament wouldn’t match up to other historical writings.

Now let’s look at how close the ancient manuscripts were found to the date of the actual occurrence.
* New Testament                                    	300 years for full manuscripts  
42-45 fragments of John, 27yrs Matt., 20yrs Luke

* Herodotus is the longest gap       		Over 1300 years

* Livy’s Roman History is the closest      	900 years after the actual occurrence

Next in the authenticity test we must look at accuracy or, better said, distortion.  How consistent is one ancient manuscript when compared with another ancient manuscript without error or distortion?  We will compare only religious books as they are more accurate than other books of history and importance.  

New Testament distortion              	0.2% or 1/5th of 1%
Homers Iliad distortion         	4.9%
Mahabharata  distortion           	10.3%

Again nothing compares to the Holy Bible!!!  

Question 4:  What Evidence exists in other texts (outside the Bible or in comparative tests)?
It is a fact that in the first three centuries after Jesus’ death over 36,000 quotes exist that allude to the New Testament books.

Dr. Bruce Metzger professor at Princeton states, “The over 36,000 quotations in existence alone would be strong enough evidence to justify the New Testament…even without the New Testament manuscripts in existence.”  In fact, it is said that ALL the quotations and references referring to the New Testament are almost enough to entirely reconstruct what is written in the New Testament. 

Question 5:   Archeological Evidence
Modern archeology is only 150 years old.  Many people seem to forget this and not realize how much we still don’t know or have left to unearth.  Much is still yet to be found. In fact, I personally find it intriguing and interesting how God allows His history to be found and unearthed giving us fresh evidence time and time again.

In some of our lifetimes here today we have found and proven that crucifying existed near Jesus’ date of death.  Until this find, unbelieving scholars stated that the Bible couldn’t be true because no outside evidence existed on crucifixion in Jesus time.  Evidence has now been found showing an ankle bone in a grave with wood and a nail still attached.  It dates to 42 AD which is within 12 years of Jesus’ death.

In the New Testament in Luke the word politarch is written for a leader’s title.  No other historical writings ever refer to this title.  Again scholars for years said the Bible could not be true because no other history books or writing list this leadership title.  However via archeology in the last century, 17 cities have been uncovered by archeologists finding this title etched in stone tablets.

The Hittites are written about in the Bible…again no other historical documents confirmed this.  But not long ago in Turkey they found the ruins of this civilization.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah are also only cited in the Bible, again with no other historical or other documented texts of its existence.  But in the last century they found the city Ebla in Syria and uncovered the greatest ancient library ever…over 20,000 stone tablets referencing Sodom and Gomorrah.  Now in your lifetime and the lifetime of everyone reading this, they think they have found this city near the Dead Sea as the waters have receded from drought.

The New Testament simply can’t be false.  A false legend would be exposed as myth and destroyed within the time frame of the actual eye witnesses to the occurrences.

Scholar Fredrick Kenyon states, “No other ancient book compares.”

FF Bruce states:  “Evidence for the New Testament is so much greater than other historical or classical writings and authors of which the authenticity no-one dreams of questioning”.

What do you say?  Is this enough evidence for you?  Open your Bible and believe what you read.  I suggest one chapter in the New Testament each day, one chapter in the Old Testament each day, and one Psalm or one Proverb chapter every day.  Three chapters a day will help you dig deep.






Credits:
The Holy Bible, NIV
Nicky Gumbel; Questions of Life
Lee Strobel; A Case for Christ
Dr. Don Bierle; Surprised By Faith

