WHAT PARENTS NEED TO NOW ABOUT MYSPACE

By: Chase Hilbert

Myspace has become one of the largest online communities 

that has ever existed allowing people everywhere open access to personal profiles of all 166 million users globally.  There is no age limit or age restriction placed on myspace, hence students all over America can and most likely will receive their very own profile at some point.  While myspace serves as a network to many people and a way to advertise their own personal things such as music, video, and writing, myspace also serves as a way for anyone of any age to become in contact with someone either privately or publicly.  This factor alone can pose many problems and create opportunity for kids to get in situations with people they don’t intend to.  Myspace has no filter or background check on the people using its services, which could allow for people of any age to pose as something completely different than they really are.  This could mean many things, for instance a man posing as a junior high girl that just “wants to be friends with your daughter.”  With the absence of a filter, myspace allows the posting of any cursing or inappropriate language onto the profile as well.  

So what does all this mean?  What really are the problems of myspace?  Myspace has no accountability, the service does not place a filter on music, images, or actual text placed on pages, myspace allows for “behind the scenes” messages that no one but the user can read, and myspace allows the opportunity for anyone to become someone their really aren’t.  As a parent, there are many things you can do to control the myspace account your child has.  First and foremost, view the page.  You can never know what is really going on in the world of myspace and more importantly your child’s myspace if you are not periodically viewing it.  Secondly, monitor the time your child spends on the page.  Too much free time in a cyber world such as myspace, can allow a child the time to do something they normally wouldn’t if just logging in and out periodically.  Another very good way to protect your child is to provide the accountability that myspace itself is not providing.  If allowing your child myspace, using a common family password for younger children can be very helpful.  If the child has nothing to hide, then there is nothing to worry about it.  Before the child becomes a myspace user, make sure that guidelines are clear and consequences for abusing myspace privileges are understood.  There is an option to make your myspace page private so that only people you know can access it.  I would recommend this to anybody with a page regardless of age.  Lastly, make sure to monitor photos placed on the myspace page.  Many inappropriate images are on myspace, again because there is no filter or disclaimer for placing photos on the sites.  With technology where it is now, people actually have the ability to lift the photos from your child’s page and use them however they may choose, which can be very dangerous to your child.  Myspace can be controlled and used in a way that is acceptable, but unfortunately very few people use their pages in this way.  

I would also recommend having a serious discussion with your child about the reality of cyber predators.  This can sound harsh, but the truth is people have done it, and people are still doing it.  Make sure your child knows that if he or she should come across something sketchy or out of the ordinary on myspace, they should tell someone and preferably yourself as the parent immediately.  Be active in your pursuit to protect your child from the dangers of myspace, and I assure you that problems caused from it will decrease rapidly.  

