Tonight we begin a 5 weeks study of the book of Colossians…which is actually a letter found in the middle of the New Testament.  It is considered one of the most profound and theologically deep letters ever written.  In it is some of the highest writing on Jesus Christ that has ever been penned.  It contains some of the best instructional writing on spiritual growth found anywhere in any spiritual writings.  But it is also a letter the does not give up its secrets easily.  If you approach this letter superficially it will not reveal its magic…you must spend time with it, study it…and dig into it…which is what we are going to do over the next 5 weeks.

At the heart of this letter is an idea…a radical, radical idea.  For some of us Colossians is going to introduce us to this radical idea.  For some of us it will be a reintroduction or reminder…but for all of us, we will think differently about this grand idea if and when we take time to seriously engage and consider this letter to the Colossians. 

This idea, this theme, we are going to talk about at the heart of Colossians has the power to change the world…and I am not just saying that to hype this series.  If you really understood this idea you would realize that I am actually understating the power of this mere idea.  This idea has already changed the world and continues to do so as I preach this message.  Praise be to God.  

But before I share with you this world changing idea that serves as the theme of this letter…I want us to consider for a moment the notion of a mere idea.  The power it really has.  What I want you to understand before we move forward is this: There is no such thing as a mere idea.  Ideas are actually a much bigger deal than you might think.    

Lately I have been fascinated with war documentaries and the history of war.  The two most compelling wars in my opinion are the Civil War and WWII.  What makes these Wars so interesting are the ideas at the center of the conflict.  War is always compelling because each side believes something so strongly that they are willing to fight to the death for their belief.  Two sides (whole people groups) engage in battle based on a core conviction that they are right, the other wrong. 
Take the civil war for instance.  It was fought over the issue of slavery.  The entire southern USA fought a war based on the belief that black people were inferior to white people.  People in the south believed this at the core level with such conviction that they were willing to die for the idea.  
Today it is hard for us to imagine such a time in America…it is even harder for us to believe a war could be fought over equality based on skin color in our great America.  Why?  Because today almost everyone in America believes (and would say rightly) that southern slavery was wrong and that we do not discriminate against people based on the color of their skin.  Inequality based on skin color is a detestably evil…and I bet everyone in this room can stand with me in this room and agree.  
But not everyone believes this way.  We are not all born to believe this way.  We believe this way (in part) because the idea of equality is written into the very foundations of our country.  America came into existence because of oppression and sprang into being with some of the most beautiful penned words in all of political history: 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”    
On country is founded on this idea.  And I believe that we have founded our country on something very true…and the idea is winning: the South was defeated in the Civil War and the dream of Civil rights movement is becoming realized in America.  We may not have all voted for Barak Obama, but we can all celebrate that the color of his skin was not considered ahead of the content of his character or his ability to lead?   

What I have come to realize in my study of war…and what I want you to realize narrowPath, are two things:

1.) Ideas are very, very powerful.  There is no such thing as just mere ideas…a famous quote to this point made by Paul Johnson states: “the killing fields of Cambodia came from philosophical discussions in Paris.”  If that does not make sense…here is what he was trying to say: 

Ideas have the ability to change our core beliefs.  When an idea becomes a core belief it will shape everything concerning the way we see the world…and thus the choices we make…and ultimately our behavior.  All of us have different levels of belief…core beliefs are the deepest.  This little explanation helped me understand.  Belief can be separated into 3 categories: 
Public…Things I say to get you to think I believe them whether or not I really believe them…kind of PR statements.  So if someone close to me asks me if these jeans make my hips look big the correct answer is…???  I had no idea you even had hips. 

Private…These are things that really think I believe.  I can say with conviction that I believe these things to be true…but when circumstances change or my belief is tested…I may find out that I do not believe this at all.  

Core…These are the things that I demonstrate that I believe by what I actually do.  The idea here is that we all have a mental map that guides all the important decisions that we make…and we live at the mercy of that mental map.  For example, I do not have to try really hard to believe in the law of gravity…I do not have to fight very hard not to jump off a cliff when I walk up to it…I just believe that gravity exists and live my life by that reality.  

Our behavior is always a function of our core beliefs…and you cannot violate those beliefs.  Because of this fact, all of us need to be hyperaware of what idea or ideas are driving our core beliefs…because if what we believe at our core is not true…than you are flying upside down and in serious danger of being deceived or led astray.  Remember this: all of us can be deceived.  Let’s return to the subject of war for another example.  

WWII was fought against two empires: the German Empire and the Empire of Japan.  The Japanese leadership convinced their entire nation that they were the chosen people of God and that they were a racially pure people who should rule the world…interestingly enough, the German people thought the exact same thing.

The Japanese leadership also brainwashed their citizens to believe lies about other cultures…especially Americans.  Now I want to show you a shocking clip so you see the effects of an idea in action.  When I saw this clip for the first time my jaw hung wide open in disbelief. 

This clip takes place on the island of Saipan in the middle of the Pacific Ocean.  100 thousand Japanese troops and 30 thousand civilians were stationed on the island.  It took the Americans 5 weeks to defeat the Japanese…this is what happened at the end of the battle: Show clip…
These were not stupid people or of low IQ…they were simply ignorant and poorly taught.  Literally, sheep led away to the slaughter.  Here is the really scary thing: they could just as easily been you or I.  Here is the second thing I have come to realize about mere ideas: 

2.) We are all vulnerable to the influence of core conviction changing ideas unless a standard is established and maintained as the basis of truth in our lives…
A famous and very intelligent Jewish man named Paul knew about the power of mere ideas.  His whole life and purpose was based on a mere idea.  He believed so strongly in a mere idea that he took his idea from Jerusalem and shared it with the entire Roman Empire converting people to this idea in every city he visited.
The converts to Paul’s idea believed so strongly that they began spreading the idea and the idea began to spring up in nearly every town in the Roman Empire.   One of the towns infected by Paul’s idea was the little insignificant town in what would be modern day Turkey called Colosse.  The idea took root and a community formed.  The community grew and people were changed and there was life.  
This was happening all over the Roman Empire.  Paul began to fill the role of big-dog head leader of what has turned into a movement…until he was put into a prison in Rome.  The only way Paul could continue to lead the movement founded by this amazing idea was to write letters from his prison cell.  
The letters he wrote changed the course of history.  They were profound and powerful.  Many of those letters have been preserved and serve as books of the New Testament.  Almost all of his letters have one thing in common: they were written to churches in big cities and then shared with churches in smaller cities.  For Example: Romans (Rome).  Corinthians (Corinth) was a major naval power and Ephesians (Ephesus) a major port city.  
Then there is this letter to the Colossians.  The town of Colosse is close to insignificant when compared to Rome or Corinth.  The town is no where near an ocean or any significant body of water.  The church was probably small.  Why would the great Paul, the leader of this huge movement be writing a letter to a small church in an insignificant town?  The answer is because there is something emerging in this little community that threatens the entire movement if it is not addressed.

The perceived threat, the thing that gets the great Paul’s attention is a rival idea to the one the community is founded upon.  But not just any idea.  The idea taking root has the potential to cause division within the entire church.  The purpose of Paul’s letter is to remind the community of the original idea…their founding idea…the core truth that the whole movement is based upon…and to instruct them in how to live in the truth of that idea.  
Are you ready yet to know what this powerful idea driving Paul and his global movement is?  The idea, the theme of the letter to the Colossians is: The Supremacy, in all things, of Jesus Christ.         
In the city of Colosse, in their little church, a dangerous idea has been embraced at a core level by some of its members.  Jesus Christ has been dethroned as # 1 in their lives and replaced by a rival teaching.  Paul’s fear is that if this teaching gets any bigger it might weaken all other churches in every part of the Roman Empire.  It was for this reason that Paul wrote Colossians which we will be studying for the next 5 weeks.  
Before we begin taking a look at the actual text I want to tell you why we chose to study this letter.  The reason I think we should study this letter to the Colossians is because I think that the community of NarrowPath has a lot in common with the community Paul is writing to in Colosse.  I have been at CTR with this youth group for over 3 years now.  I think I have a pretty good idea of where most of you are with your faith…and to be honest, I am concerned.  
Some of you sincerely believe that Jesus Christ is supreme and He occupies the #1 place in your life…and at a core level your behavior is motivated by a desire to be like Christ.  But…I’m afraid the majority of you fall into a different category.  I think most of you believe in Jesus Christ with more of a public or a private conviction.  

For example, some of you will say you believe in Jesus Christ just because you go to church…but in reality you really don’t believe Jesus is anything other than a good teacher or one of many religious figures in history…or some of you would go further than that and say that you believe in the supremacy of Jesus and think you believe in what he taught and did, but your life and actions do not reflect what you think you believe.  In reality, you are more committed to your Facebook social network, or playing volleyball, or making and maintaining friends or getting good grades or playing xbox or getting into college or making money or achieving status than you are to following Jesus.  

Knowing what I know about the faith of teens in America…more specifically your faith, I am inclined to think that many of you have subscribed at a core level to one or a number of dangerous rival ideas.  Most of you…in fact, most of the American church, only believes that Jesus Christ is supreme in some things but not all things…and those are the safe places like heaven that have nothing to do with our daily existence.  

I know what I am saying is controversial.  I want to be clear about something…I am not saying that you are not saved or asking you to question your salvation.  What I am asking many of you to do is consider the possibility that you might be being deceived.  I had to ask this of myself: am I being deceived?  More specifically I began asking myself the question: “Are there any ‘the Americans are going to eat me’ beliefs that I might be subscribing to?’” 

I took a long hard look at my set of beliefs and how I spent my time and I came to the realization that I did not really believe that Christ was Supreme…in theory, yes, but not at my core.  Reading through the book of Colossians has helped me wrestle with my lack of faith.  If you are anything like me, I think you too will benefit from the study of this letter, which is why I think it so important we study it! 

Today we are only going to look at one small piece of scripture…this scripture will serve as the key verse for the entire study.  As for the rest of the text, we will begin dissecting it next week the 3 that follow.  Next week we will look at chapter 1 which focuses on the total supremacy of Christ.  The following week we will look at Chapter 2 which takes a closer look at the rival ideas invading the church in Collose…we will also look at some of the rival ideas that are invading our church (right here at CTR).  After a couple of weeks off from the series we will end by taking a look at chapters 3-4 which gives us instruction on how to live a Christ centered life.  

I am going to ask you to do a few things, NP.  Each week that we look at this book I am going to give you a take home study guide…including today.  Please do it!  It will not take very long, I promise.  One of the spiritual disciplines we encourage at NP is the discipline of study (specifically study of the word).  If you have any interest in growing spiritually, there is almost nothing you can do that will grow you faster than studying the word…and there are statistics if you can believe it…to prove what I am saying.  

The adult volunteers will hand all of you a copy of this study before we go.  Another thing I am going to ask of you NP is to read the book in its entirety every week that we study this book in addition to doing the study.  The last thing I want to ask all of you to do is memorize the key verse from this letter I will share with you in a moment.  

I want to end today by restating the two things I have learned about the nature of mere ideas: 

1. Ideas are very, very powerful.  There is no such thing as just mere ideas…ideas, especially ideas believed at our core will motivate all of our decisions and behavior.
2. We are all vulnerable to the influence of core conviction changing ideas unless a standard is established and maintained as the basis of truth in our lives…

As Christians we believe that truth to be the life and teaching of Jesus Christ.  If your core belief is not the totally sufficiency of Jesus Christ you are in serious danger of falling prey to an idea that is a complete and total lie…and you may never realize that you are being deceived until it is too late.   

The purpose of this series is to encourage all of you to seriously consider putting all of you faith and hope and commitment into the foundational truth that Jesus Christ is supreme and to live your life according to this wonderful truth…and to examine what you believe at your core.  
We are going to end tonight by spending some time with our theme verse.  The theme verse for Colossians come from the 2 chapter verses 9-10.  If you have a Bible with you, please take it out and turn to Colossians 2.  I want us to take 5 minutes and meditate on this scripture.  Cortney is going to fill the air with music and I am going to ask a few people to read this scripture aloud for us all to hear.  As it is read, let the truth of these words wash over you and begin to commit it to memory.  Please do not talk to your neighbor.  After 5 minutes I will pray and we will all be dismissed.  

Now I invite all of you to close your eyes and listen to the truest words you may ever hear: Colossians 2:9-10

“For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority.”  
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