Show the Magic Glasses video…

We are in a series studying the book of Colossians.  One of the things we are hoping to do with this series is call into question the reality of what you really believe…at your core! 

We started out last week by considering the enormous power of ideas by looking at a few examples of mere ideas leading whole people groups in the wrong and often deadly direction.  One example we looked at was the Japanese during WWII.  The Japanese government convinced its people that they were a superior race and should rule the world.  They also taught their people that if the Americans every captured them…that we would eat them…and they believed it!  

It was a mere idea that caused the great Paul write an entire letter to a tiny church in the city of Colosse.  A disciple of Paul established the church in Colosse based on the radical idea (the same idea this church is based on)…that being: Jesus Christ is supreme in all things.     

Paul got wind that a powerful rival idea (which we will briefly look at today) was being embraced in the church at Colosse.  People were beginning to question the supremacy of Christ in all things.  They began to veer from the truth.  This little letter helped them get back on track.  

The reason we decided to study this letter and the reason I showed you that little video at the beginning of this message is because I believe you have a lot in common with the church this letter was written to.  Many of you do not believe that Jesus is supreme…you might say that you do…but your actions or attitudes say otherwise.  Your mind has been infiltrated by many different rival ideas (we will look at these next week).  Our hope for studying Colossians is that you hear the truth and place it at the very core of what you believe so you cannot be deceived.  

For the next 4 weeks we will be spending out time inside this text trying to understand what Paul is saying to the church in Colosse and to the church sitting right in front of me…who I think (personally) is in far more danger that the church he is writing to…NP it is time to dig into the text.  

Here is how we are going to do this: I would like all of you to see the text and feel the text and read the text so I am handing out Bibles so you can look for yourself upon the words.  

So you understand how this material was originally communicated I will have a man who was around the age of Paul update the transmission of this material so we can see and hear it differently.  As we begin to dig into the text…please pay careful attention because some parts I will go through quickly…and others I will spend more time on…please take notes because if you do you are sure to remember more.  That being said…I invite you to open your Bibles to the epistle or letter from Paul to the church at Colosse.  

1:1-1:2—Read by Scott (Paul) 

This is a typical greeting in a letter written by Paul. Her is why introduces the letter the way he does…he has never been to Colosse so he opens his letter stating his apostleship which comes from the Greek word apostolos which means “one sent out.”  In this case, by the will of God (Paul’s story in Acts 9).  Because Paul was sent by God and planted the church that produced the disciple that planted this church, Paul is writing as an authority figure (an apostle)…so people are supposed to listen as if it were true.

Interesting connection, NP: Because we believe the story written in Act about Jesus sending Paul to the whole world with the Gospel, we still interpret what Paul writes in this letter as if he were writing directly to us…we give him apostolic authority.  From this point forward…hear these words as if they were written directly to this church.

1:3-1:6 Read by Scott (our Paul)

Paul had heard good things about this little congregation.  He and the rest of the church leadership are thankful that the Gospel was being preached and that some of them were getting it…and producing fruit!  So they did not feel so isolated or like some kind of weird cult, Paul affirms them with this little statement: “All over the world this Gospel is bearing fruit….just as it has been doing among you!”   

The same is true of some of the people in this room: you have heard the Gospel and believed and are becoming hard-core followers of Christ…and lives are being changed.  The same thing is still happening all over the world.  Listen to these stats:

*it is predicted that by 2025 there will be 800 million Christians in Africa making it the largest Christian content in the world.

*In China, right now, it is estimated that 30,000 people convert to Christianity every single day…

*By 2050 China will likely be the largest or second largest Christian nation on earth…and it is an atheist nation.  

* 
1:7-1:8 Read by Scott

Epapharas was the convert that Paul put in leadership during his stay in Ephesus…Epapharas is thought to be the one who brought the Gospel to the town of Colosse and planted the church…he is the one who told Paul all the good and the bad about the church.  Paul begins by focusing on the good.  He writes to tell them how he has been praying:

1:9-1:12 Read by Scott

Paul writes in a very long and complicated sentences to explain how he has been praying.  Have you ever wondered what to pray for?  Or said you would pray for somebody or something and not known what to pray?  This little section is a good helper…if you break it down here are 5 things the great Paul prayed for the Colossian church…you can pray these for almost anyone:

1.) Be filled with the knowledge of God’s holy will.

2.) For increased spiritual wisdom and understanding.
We pray these things so those we pray for can live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way.

3.) grow in the knowledge of God.
4.) Be strengthened with all power according to his glorious might…so that you may have great endurance and patience.  
5.) Increase in personal joy…God really does want us to be happy…but not because of stuff:  
God wants us to be happy because we realize that He rescued us from the dominion of darkness!  That is strong language…and good news.

All of that was introduction!  Now we get to the meat of the letter.  Paul does not begin his argument by focusing on wrong thinking or the heresy they are falling for…what Paul does is cast a vision.  He wants the readers to see and hear the truth about Jesus Christ before he starts picking apart the heresy that has taken root in the Colossian church…the vision he casts is about the total supremacy of Jesus Christ.  I cannot think of anywhere in the whole Bible where Jesus is lifted higher than in the following passages!  When I read these for the first time…it completely changed how I viewed Jesus.  

Paul breaks his explanation of Jesus into 4 unanswerable argument
1. Christ the savior

2. Christ is the creator

3. Christ is the head of the church

4. He is the beloved of the father

But before we take a look at these scriptures I have to share with you a few things about the heresy that is such a threat to the church in Colosse.  Paul is going to break this down a little further in chapter 2…for now, this is what you need to know:

The heresy threatening the church was called Gnosticism!  From the root word Gnosis with means Knowledge in Greek.  Gnosticism is a combination of Christianity, Jewish legalism and Eastern philosophy.  The answer Gnostics were trying to answer was: “why is there evil in the world if creation was made by a holy God.”  Here is what Gnostics believed:

1. All matter is evil only things of the spirit are good! 

2. All matter is eternal…but the stuff we know is flawed.

3. They believe in levels of heaven all inhabited by different spiritual creatures and powers. 

4. To be saved…you had to be “in the know!”  The only way you could be saved was by special revelation and secret knowledge.  

If you are thinking: what is the big deal; these seem like mere ideas.  Here are the logical consequences of believing in Gnosticism:

**If God is spirit and matter evil…God could not possible have created earth because it was evil…therefore, God did not create the world.  The Gnostics believe that God created spiritual emanations who could also create…but each creation became more distant from God.  What the Gnostics believed was that one of the lower emanations/angels was responsible for creating the world…not God.

**Another danger was that Gnostics believed only the privileged and the best and the smartest people could be saved.  The poor and uneducated and underprivileged could not be expected to grasp the great truths of God…so the under privileged were not welcome, which is the total opposite of Christianity.      

**Here is the worst problem: if all matter is evil, Jesus, the Son of God, could not possibly have been both human and divine.  The Gnostics argued that Jesus was a phantom and believed that where he walked no footprints were ever left behind.  Of course, if Jesus was not flesh and blood, it would be impossible for him to be the savior of men because he never really shed any blood for our sins.  Right!  If he never died…God did not raise him from the dead.  If this were true…Christianity loses its power. 

Paul understood that these mere ideas, if embraced, were the greatest threat Christianity had ever known…which is why he busted out his best writing skills and laid down the greatest and truest vision of Jesus Christ that may have ever been written.  He begins by talking about Christ the savior: 

1:13-14 Read by Scott

Our greatest problem is sin.  Sin is not a problem that can be solved by a philosopher or religious teacher.  Sin needs a savior.  In verse 13 we are told that Jesus delivered us.  The word actually means rescued from danger.  What is the danger? Spending eternity apart from God…and God’s judgment.

But…we also learn that God delivers us from something else.  We are delivered from the authority of Satan and the dominion of darkness.  The Gnostics believed in an organized force of spirits that controlled the world.  Paul is saying, Jesus is in control…and he delivers you from all the powers of darkness.  

The passage contains more good news: in the second part of 13, Paul writes: God brought us into the kingdom of the son he loves.  The word used is Greek term meaning the deportation of a population from one country to another.  God did not deliver us to walk around aimlessly…he brought us to His kingdom of light…now, not just in heaven.  Don’t let what I saying pass over your head…you did here me right: the kingdom of heaven is available right now!  

It gets even better: in 14 we learn, “in Him we have redemption and forgiveness.”  Redemption is different than deliverance.  The word translated redemption means “to release a prisoner of the payment of a ransom.”  We should pay a heavy price for our sin…but God, in His grace, freed us from the price freely forgiving us.  The word forgiveness means “to send away” or “cancel a debt.”  All of us have sinned…and deserve punishment.  God in his Grace canceled the debt through the blood of his own Son. 

Most of us as Christians have heard this truth many times before…we say yea, yea…good stuff.  Paul knows we may skim over this part so he launches into the core of his argument in which he reminds us of who this Jesus we often take for granted really is!  How big.  How important.  How significant a sacrifice it was for God to kill his own son

If you listen to nothing else, pay attention now because this is the crux of Paul’s argument:  He begins with Jesus role in creation:
1:15-17 Read by Scott

Remember the Gnostics taught that all matter was evil…and that God could not have created the universe.  Their argument was that evil powers ignorant of God created the universe causing Paul to write some heavy hitting words about Jesus’ role in creation.  

When I first read this I found it hard to believe.  Paul writes that Jesus existed before creation.  He uses the term “first born” to refer to Jesus…but this can be confusing.  Firstborn does not refer to the first act of creation by God.  Why?  Because Jesus is God.  Firstborn refers a place of honor or “priority in all of creation.”  Solomon was not the first born of David’s sons, but he was the one most honored.  

To make his point Paul calls Jesus the “image of the invisible God.”  The word image is from the Greek word eikon which means something more than a representation or picture…the word means manifestation.  Or perfect representative.  He calls Jesus the perfect representation of God…to know God we can look to Jesus.   

Paul goes on to write in verse 16: that Jesus created everything: heaven and earth, visible and invisible, angels and demons; Jesus created all of it!  Not only did he create everything…but it exists for him.  Jesus is the goal of creation.  
Here is the line that challenged my understanding of Jesus: “in Him all things hold together.”  Now I could understand that Jesus could create and teach and be my savior…but it was a stretch to think of Jesus holding the whole universe together with some cosmic bear hug.  

This story helped me: a guide took a group of people through a nuclear laboratory.  The guide explained how all matter was composed and showed them some models.  The tourists studied the models and learned that matter was composed of tiny electrons circling a tiny core of neutrons and protons.  They also realized that matter was composed mostly of empty space.  One sharp tourist asked, “if this is how matter works, what holds it all together?”  The guide had no answer…neither does science.  Why does the moon revolve around the earth?  We call it gravity but nobody really knows what it is.  If you choose to believe Paul, Jesus Christ the creator of the Universe, holds everything together and is in control.  

Paul goes on to write about Jesus’ role in the church:

1:18-20 Read by Scott

If I were to ask you who leads the church I would get answers like: the Pope, Pastor Bill, Joel Olsteen, or it matters what denomination.  The truth is that Jesus is the head of the church.  When I say church I mean specifically anyone who believes in Jesus: Catholic, protestant, Greek orthodox, Coptic, Baptist, Appleton Alliance or CTR…Jesus is the head of all of the church.  

The Greek word for head means “source” or “origin.”  It could also mean “leader/ruler.”  Jesus is the source of the church and its leader.  No single person is the leader of the whole church.  This position is reserved exclusively for Jesus.  

Paul goes on to write: “Jesus is the beginning and the first born from among the dead so that in everything he might have the supremacy.”  It is the season of Easter.  Easter is the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  Paul is reminding the church that not even death could hold Jesus…God has power over death.  

This brings us to the theme of the entire section…and the entire letter: “that in everything he might have the supremacy.”  This was God’s purpose in making His son the savior, creator and Head of the church.  The word translated “supremacy” or “preemencance” is found no where else in the NT…and it magnifies the unique position of Jesus: “Christ is all and in all.”

So far Paul has given three arguments for Christ: He is the savior, He is the creator, He is the head of the Church.  These arguments reveal his relationship to humanity…but what about his relationship to God.  
Paul ends this section by arguing God is: the beloved of his Father.

1:19-20  Read by Scott
Paul makes a huge leap in his argument here.  Already Paul has called Jesus the son of God.  Now Paul is saying that God was so pleased with Jesus that He let his fullness dwell in Him.  In other words…Jesus was God.  The word “fullness” is taken from the Greek word “pleroma,” which is a Gnostic term that means: “the sum total of the divine power and attributes.”  Paul used his opponent’s language to his advantage.
Here is why this is important: because Jesus had the fullness of God dwell in him…he was God…and because he was God he could do what no created being could: reconcile not just lost sinners, but the whole universe to a Holy God.  What does that mean?  Theologians have never come to complete agreement.  Some think it means even the devil and fallen angels can find their reconciliation in Jesus Christ.  We know this for sure…that Jesus death on the cross, right here on earth, was sufficient to reconcile this entire giant universe to him…what ever that means.  

Paul ends the letter with some encouragement to his readers about this reconciliation through Jesus Christ:

1:21-23 Read by Scott

In 1893 the World’s fair was held in Chicago and more than 21 million people came from all over the globe to participate.  Among the features was a “World Parliament of Religions,” which was a meeting of all the Global religions where each could share the “best points” and perhaps come up with a new religion for the entire world.  

Evangelist D.L Moody saw this as a great opportunity for evangelism.  He used churches, rented theaters, and even rented a circus tent to present the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Everyone urged him: “Dwight, use this as an opportunity to attack the parliament of world religions,” but he refused to do it.  He said to his friends, “I have no need to attack these other faiths.  Instead I am going to make Jesus Christ so attractive, that all men will turn to Him.”  

Moody knew that Jesus Christ was the Supreme savior…and not just on of the religious leaders from history.  He did not participate in the parliament…or speak against it.  He simply shared the truth about Jesus.  The “Chicago Campaign” as it came to be called was the greatest evangelistic endeavor of Moody’s career.  Literally thousands came to Christ in a few short weeks.

Paul is doing the exact same thing in this letter.  He begins not by attacking the heresy or shaming the church.  He simply writes to make Jesus Christ look so attractive and so supreme that believing anything else would be unthinkable.  

If you are struggling to believe…if other ideas have crept into you mind taking the place of Jesus Christ as the supreme center of you life, or if you find yourself struggling in the future…turn again to this section of writing to be reminded of the truth.  Let Paul cast a vision of our Lord and savior and creator Jesus Christ.
To end tonight…and as our act of worship, we will be doing something different…again.  
PAGE  
1

